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Power Of Dr. Wallis Leadership
Seen In Gardner-Webb College
The juxtaposition of our story of
Dr. Zeno Wall’s death and the one re.lating details of Gardner-Webb Col
lege's major Monday afternoon step to
ward the attainment of senior college
status was appropriate, although unin
tentional.
'
The lives of the man and the insti
tution were entwined for decades. Very
closely.
HAD IT NOT been for the man, the
institution might not now be grasping
for the full promise of its greatness.
Had it not been for a fledgling junior
college in dire need of a helping hand,
the man might have been less than the
man he was.
Cleveland County has had an envi
able tradition of producing and of at
tracting great ministers of the Gospel.
Dr. Zeno Wall, a son of nearby
Rutherford County, was one of the
most powerful links in the chain of
that tradition.
His dynamic contributions as pas
tor of Shelby’s First Baptist Church
for 23 years remain vivid enough in
the memory of most Cleveland County
and North Carolina Baptists to need no
recounting here. His leadership and
vision were the axle grease and the
the
spiritual tonic which enabled
church to grow during his ministry
from a membership of 600 to the rank
ing as one of the four or five largest
Baptist churches in the entire state of
North Carolina.
HE LED HIS people in the tradi
tion of such other great Cleveland
preachers as the four Dixons and the
late Rev. John Suttle, the beloved
“Little Minister.”
Dr. Wall’s leadership was so valu
ed at the state level that he was four
limes called upon to serve as president
of the Baptist State Convention.
Possibly less well known is the
role Dr. Wall played at Boiling Springs.
With it becoming more and more
olivious in 1926 that Boiling Springs
Hif'h School would he unable to compete effectively with the state’.s bur
geoning public high school system, the

school’s trustees voted to convert the
institution to a junior college.
It was Dr. Wall who offered the
resolution of endorsement to the Kings
Mountain Baptist Association. _ Subse
quently, he was named to a five-man
committee to see that the change was
properly accomplished.
FOLLOWING THE resignation of
President James B. Davis in 1930, Dr.
Wall agreed to serve as temporary
president. He did so for two years
without pay.
Those were critical times. The
Great Depression took its toll at Boil
ing Springs as it did on other campus
es throughout the state.
A debt-burdened North Carolina
Baptist State Convention in 1931 voted
to turn the junior college back to the
Gaston, Kings Mountain and Sandy
Run Associations.
The associations were in no better
financial shape than the State Conven
tion. They too might have let the insti
tution die had it not been for Dr. Wall’s
stirring question:
U

SHALL WE PERMIT it to die, or
shall we, like the communities where
the other Baptist schools are located,
get back of it in such a way as to war
rant its life and unselfishness?”
The answer decided upon 36 years
ago was graphically evident Monday
afternoon when the trustees of a
healthy, growing Gardner-Webb Junior
College voted unanimously to request
Baptist State Convention permission to
become a senior college.
Gardner-Webb will make it. She’ll
make it just as she did after Dr. Wall’s
question prompted Baptists of this ar
ea to pull her back from the jaws of
oblivion.
MANY, MANY OTHERS have put
their time, money and effort into this
college. Dr. Wall is cited on the occa
sion of his death because he stood by
vision at a time when vision was not
easily stood by and because the sterl
ing nature of his life is a magnificent
guidepost for the future.

